	                                                        Plan of the lesson

TITEL:  Portraits and faces   

	Exercices/duration 
	Preparation/Media/ Material 
	Student’s /learner´s activities 

	1) 20´ 
reading understanding 
	· Descriptions of a 
      person ´s face   

     /appearance 

· Literary descriptions

     (see examples 1 -6)
      
	· Students/learners read the description of one person
· They answer the teacher´ s questions about the text / the sentences

	2) 05´

Vocabulary

Brain gym / training


	· Same descriptions

    (exercise especially 
    suitable for 3rd age 
    people) 
	· Students/learners underline the adjectives

· They write a list of possible opposite to these adjectives and rewrite the text/sentences replacing the adjectives by their opposite.  
      ( Total change of the meaning of a

      sentence  
      (e.g. 2) At birth Rosa was black and

       hard, full of wrinkles, like a wooden 

      horse, with blue hair and black

      eyes….)

	3) 15´

Vocabulary enlargement and improvement 
	· Same descriptions
	· Students/learners reflect about the possible substantives/verbs/adverbs/ further adjectives  issued from the same roots as the adjectives  and write a list (e.g. beautiful,  the beauty;  sad,  the sadness, to sadden;  vague, vaguely, the vagueness,  …)

	4) 15´

Creativity - vocabulary
	· Dictionaries 
	· Students/learners find new substantives, adjectives or adverbs and rewrite the descriptions to reach a completely new one  
      (e.g. 2) At eighteen Rosa was still 

      extremely  slender in her appearance, 

      …. Her maritime, unreal, transparent 

      complexion gave her a mysterious 

      touch…)


Examples 
1) “Avec son visage rose et rond, ses cheveux bien coiffés, elle paraissait douce, tranquille, respectable, avec, dans son attitude et ses expressions, quelque chose de rassurant. » (Extrait d´ après : « L´ami d´enfance de Maigret » de George Simenon)
2) « At birth Rosa was white and smooth, without a wrinkle, like a porcelain doll, with green hair and yellow eyes – the most beautiful creature to be born on earth since the day of original sin,….” ……….” At eighteen Rosa was still slender and remained unblemished; her maritime grace had, if anything, increased. The tone of her skin, with its soft bluish lights, and her hair, as well as her slow movements and silent character, all made one think of some inhabitant of the sea.” (Out of : “The House of Spirits” by Isabel Allende)
3) “Lady Coote was a big, handsome woman in a tragic sort of fashion. She had large, dark, mournful eyes and a deep voice…She would have done well in melodrama, staggering through the falling snow as the deeply wronged wife of the villain.” (Out of: “The seven Dials Mystery” by Agatha Christie)
4) “A small girl, very fair, dressed in shabby old tweeds. Not at all the girl Ronny had expected to see…She had a supremely natural manner and, as she looked up smiling, the faint wild rose flush deepened in her cheeks. Her eyes were a very dark blue – like cornflowers.” (Out of: “The seven Dials Mystery” by Agatha Christie)

5) “Ruth Kettering was twenty-eight years of age. Without being beautiful, or in the real sense of the world even pretty, she was striking looking because of her colouring. Van Valdin had been called Carrots and Ginger in his time and Ruth´s hair was almost pure auburn. With it went dark eyes and very black lashes – the effect somewhat enhanced by art. She was tall and slender, and moved well. At a careless glance it was the face of a Raphael Madonna. Only if one looked closely  one perceived  the same line in jaw and chin as in Van Aldin´s face, bespeaking the same hardness and determination. It suited the man but suited the woman less well.” (Out of: “ The Mystery of the Blue Train” by Agatha Christie)

6) “Isaïe glissa deux gros doigts sous sa langue et siffla, haut et clair, pour s´annoncer…Grand et maigre, osseux, les hanches plates, le torse large, il semblait jailli de la terre dans une convulsion de pierres et de racines. Ses jambes longues étaient enfournées dans des pantalons qui se gonflaient en poches sur ses genoux. Une veste en tissu, brun, bourru, pendait sur ses épaules. Il portait haut sa tête sèche, aux traits nets, à la peau fendillée comme un morceau de cuir. Sous ses sourcils rongés par le soleil, ses yeux bleus et ronds brillaient d´une joie enfantine. Quand il souriait, il n´avait pas d´âge. …. » (Extrait de : « La neige en deuil » de Henri Troyat)
portraits and faces - descriptions.doc
PAGE  
1

