Trees

Time Table - Plan of the Lesson

	Steps/Duration
	Preparation/Media&Material
	Teacher’s&Students’ Activity

	Introduction/10’
	T. plays “O Tannenbaum” on CD; (see annex II)
Goethe’s citing on OH slide “Nature is the only book offering great content on every page.”
	S. “we know that song, it is a Christmas carol, it is about a tree, it tells that the leaves of this tree are green also in winter, the leaves are like needles…”
T. “today we will deal with the description of trees. A citing of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe shall lead us; S. read loudly. 

	Exploration in groups (sensual and verbal)/15’
	Pictures/Slides of tree species; horse chestnuts, pine cones, branches of trees; 
aromas/pine oil; 
wooden handicraft (should be various items for each tree species dealt with)
S. and T. collect their material together and  exposed it on a desk (dispersed, not grouped to the respective species!);
List with vocabulary see 

annex I;
6-12 sheets with brief descriptions of the tree species represented in the pictures/material
(see annex III)
	T. divides S. in 2-4 groups and hands out the vocabulary list as well as 3 description sheets or cards per group “try to identify which is the picture/branch etc. that fits to your descriptions. Keep the results as secret within your group, because we will do a riddle afterwards”;
S. work in their groups, walk around, looking at the pictures and the material, translate the descriptions

	Presentation of results/15’
	See above
	T. “Each group now describes “their” species to the others; the others try to find out which is the picture/material that fits.”
S. (example): “Now we describe the horse-chestnut. The horse-chestnut has lobed/hand-like, smooth leaves, white flowers, reddish brown seeds with a spiny shell…”
The other S. look at the pictures/material and group it according to the description on the desk. If some information remains unclear, they ask back to the presenting group.

	Repetition and Widening/5’
	Blackboard or OH
	T. writes “Compare the (maximum) seize of trees – look at your descriptions”
S. “pine grows … meters”
T. writes “pine. … meters”, making a list.
S. form sentences: “pine grows bigger than horse-chestnut, but beech is the biggest”

If there is sufficient time left, other T. questions “Compare number of seeds etc.” (according to type of description given).

	Outlook/1’
	Hans Christian Andersen’s citing on OH slide “The poet may sing about it, the painter may present it in rich pictures, but they will not be able to replace the scent of reality, affecting the observer’s senses and leaving an ever-lasting impression”
	S. read the citing and comment freely on their personal experiences.


Notes: T     = Teacher

            S     = Student

           OH  = Overhead 

Annex I

New Vocabulary

	English
	German
	Language of the students

	mixed forest
	Mischwald
	

	deciduous forest
	Laubwald
	

	coniferous forest
	Nadelwald
	

	fir
	Tanne
	

	Scotch pine
	Kiefer
	

	(common) horse-chestnut
	Rosskastanie
	

	oak
	Eiche
	

	…
	…
	

	branch
	Ast
	

	twig
	Zweig
	

	bark
	Borke, Rinde
	

	leaf (pl. leaves)
	Blatt
	

	crown
	Krone
	

	flower
	Blüte
	

	shell
	Schale
	

	fruit
	Frucht
	

	stalk
	Stiel
	

	(pine) cone
	(Kiefern-)zapfen
	

	(pine) needle
	(Kiefern-)nadel
	

	diameter
	Durchmesser
	

	average
	Durchschnitt
	

	height
	Höhe
	

	egg-shaped
	eierförmig
	

	hand-shaped
	handförmig
	

	irregular
	unregelmäßig
	

	rough
	rau
	

	stiff
	steif, starr
	

	conical
	zugespitzt, konisch
	

	flat, flattened
	flach, abgeplattet
	

	twisted
	gedreht
	

	pointed
	spitz
	

	reddish-brown
	rotbraun
	

	pale green
	blassgrün
	

	blue green
	blaugrün
	

	spiny
	stachlig
	

	smooth
	glatt
	

	scent, odour
	Duft
	

	ornament
	Schmuck
	

	shelterbelt
	Windschutz, Schutzgürtel
	

	to ripen
	reifen
	

	to grow
	wachsen
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Annex II
Oh Christmas Tree

Oh Christmas Tree, oh Christmas tree
How lovely are your branches
Not only green in summer's heat
But also winter's snow and sleet
Oh Christmas Tree, oh Christmas tree
How lovely are your branches

Oh Christmas Tree, oh Christmas tree
Of all the trees most lovely
Each year you bring to me delight
Shining bright through the longest night
Oh Christmas Tree, oh Christmas tree
Of all the trees most lovely

Oh Christmas Tree, oh Christmas tree
Your beauty green will teach me
That hope and joy and faithfulness
Are precious things I can posess
Oh Christmas Tree, oh Christmas tree
Your beauty green will teach me

O Tannenbaum (French)
Noble sapin, Roi des forêts, 
Tu braves la nature. 
Quand, des l'automne, comme à regrets 
Les bois perdant tous leurs attraits 
Toi, beau sapin, Roi des forêts, 
Tu gardes ta verdure. 

Noble sapin, Roi des forêts, 
Que t’a vue nous en chante. 
Lorsqu'à Noël, à la veillée, 
Tes branches sont illuminées, 
Et que vers toi, près des chenêts, 
Nos coeurs unis, l'on chante. 

Noble sapin, Roi des forêts, 
Constance est ton emblème. 
Tes feuilles vertes, hiver, été, 
Enseignent la fidélité 
Á toi sapin, Roi des forêts, 
Je dédis mon poème.
O Tannenbaum  (German)

O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,

Wie treu sind deine Blätter!

Du grünst nicht nur zur Sommerzeit,

nein auch im Winter, wenn es schneit.

O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,

Wie treu sind deine Blätter!

O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,

du kannst mir sehr gefallen.

Wie oft hat nicht zur Weihnachtszeit

Ein Baum von Dir mich hoch erfreut!

O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,

du kannst mir sehr gefallen.

O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,

dein Kleid will mich was lehren;

Die Hoffnung und Beständigkeit

Gibt Kraft und Trost zu jeder Zeit.

O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,

dein Kleid will mich was lehren;

Annex III

Cards

Pinus sylvestris
Scotch Pine
Pinaceae (Pine Family)

A beautiful, large tree with rich blue-green foliage and a crown of spreading branches that become rounded and irregular; growing to an average height of 21 m and a diameter of 0.6 m; even much larger with age.

Description: 

Distinguishing Features: Needles: evergreen, 4 - 7 cm long, in pairs; stiff, slightly flattened; twisted and spreading; blue-green. Bark: reddish-brown, thin; becoming gray and shedding in papery or scaly plates. Cones: 3 - 6 cm long; egg-shaped; pale yellow-brown; short-stalked; opening at maturity; cone-scales thin, flattened. 

Habitat: The native pine of the Scottish Highlands, this is the most widely distributed pine in the world; found across Europe, Scandinavia and northern Asia; also Canada and northern United States; in various soil conditions from loams to sand. 

Use: The Scotch Pine is well adapted for forestry plantations; also commonly grown for shelterbelts, ornament, and Christmas trees.

Aesculus hippocastanum
Common Horse-chestnut
Family: Hippocastanaceae (horse-chestnut family)

The horsechestnut is a large tree with large leaves and a broadly conical crown. It gets up to 80 ft (24.4 m) tall with a spread almost as wide as its height.
Description:

Distinguishing Features: Leaves: deciduous, palmately compound, with five or seven leaflets, each about 10-25 cm long. Flowers: showy pyramidal clusters of flowers; white with yellow to pink markings. Fruits: spiny husks that split open when mature; inside 1-3 smooth, shiny reddish brown "buckeyes" or "conkers."

Habitat: Horse-chestnut is native to Bulgaria, Albania and Greece. It was introduced into western Europe in the 1600's and the U.S. in the 1700's. 

Use: Horse-chestnut is a popular ornamental and shade tree in Europe and the American Northeast and Midwest. Horse-chestnut oil is used as a pharmaceutical agent (e.g. in shampoo). „Buckeyes“ are used to make toys and as an animal feed.

Annex IV

Picture Cards Trees (oak, beech, fir, pine)
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